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Permanent Secretaries here present; 

Representative of the SADC Executive Secretary and Senior 

Programme Officer (Communications and ICT) in the SADC 

Secretariat, Mrs. Cecilia Mamelodi-Onyadile; 

Representatives from the SADC Secretariat, CRASA and SATA; 

Representatives from the United Nations Agencies - ITU and UPU; 

Representatives from AUC and NEPAD; 

Senior Government Officials from SADC Member States; 

Private Sector Representatives from the ICT Industry; 

Representatives of Technical Communities, Civil Society and 

Consumer Representatives;the Academia and Researchers, 

Women, Youth and Children, Religious and other Interest 

Groups here present; 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I am pleased to be here for the FourthSouthern Africa Internet 

Governance Forum (SAIGF).  Let me, on behalf of the SADC 

family gathered here, express our heartfelt gratitude to Open 

Society Initiative of Southern Africa (OSISA) and the various 

Sponsorsfor the financial assistance to host this Forum.   

 

Ladies and gentlemen, as the Internet, and at times, 

thedisruptive innovations it spawns are becoming 

economically, politically, and culturally vital for the world’s 

three billion users, there has been a worrisome, though 
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unsurprising,outburst of initiatives across Governments to 

figure out ways to control it, or as some critics have argued, 

suppress it, or otherwise extract value from it. 

 

Today we meet once again, from SADC Member States, for 

the Fourth SAIGF - our Region’s ongoing ‘policy 

dialogue’that we have meant to conduct regularly since 

September 2011 to discuss issues of Internet access and use.  

It should be our wish to bring internet access to everyone in 

the SADC Region by 2020.  Today, more than half the people 

in our Region do not have access.  That is not good for anyone 

- not for the dis-empowered and disconnected, and not for the 

other half, whose commerce and security depend on having 

stable societies.  In this century regional development and 

regional connectivity are closely linked.  If we want to help 

people feed, heal, educate and employ themselves around the 

region, we need to connect the region as well.  The Internet 

should not belong to only three billion users, as it does today.  

It should be seen as a necessity for development and a tool 

that makes larger things possible.  When people have access 

to the tools and knowledge of the Internet, they have access to 

opportunities that make life better for all of us.  The Internet 

belongs to everyone.  It should be accessible by everyone.  

The theme, ‘Promoting an inclusive Digital Economy for 

Sustainable Development through Multi-stakeholder 

Dialogue’ has indeed been aptly chosen. 
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Whether the topic is net neutrality, Internet access in our 

developing countries, human rights, child online protection, 

privacy or government surveillance, management of Internet 

number resources,you name it, the real issue in digital 

policyboils down to one simple question: Who is the best-

suited to regulate the unique architecture of the open Internet? 

 

Until now, the answer has almost exclusively been the 

engineers who built and maintain it.  To the credit of many 

(though not all) national Governments, regulation of the 

network has largely been left to democratic ‘multi-

stakeholder’ processes and organizations, notably the Internet 

Society, which tirelessly coordinates enhancements to 

Internet’s technical standards.  But, a wide range of groups 

with overlapping and sometimes hidden agendas are 

organizing to break that model, often with the best of 

intentions - or so they say. 

 

The Internet, we hear in every Session, is ‘insecure, open to 

exploitation by spies, criminals, and self-serving 

corporations’.  Some even say that ‘its engineered openness 

that we celebratetoday is both the source of its greatest value 

and its greatest risk’.  On the one hand, the engineering-driven 

multi-stakeholder process is by no means perfect, yet, on the 

other hand, limitations of the alternative, that is, letting 

Governments, activists, and academics lead the conversation, 

has also been highlighted. 
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It is our wish to witness the improvement of the relationship 

between SADC and the international landscape of Internet 

Governance.  We have with us beautiful structures … 

National Internet Governance Forums, which we all have 

been encouraged to set up, that feed into our Regional Internet 

Governance Forum (SAIGF), which in turn feeds into the 

Continental Internet Governance Forum (AfIGF) and 

eventually into the Global Internet Governance Forum (the 

IGF).  We look forward to our voice being heard all the way 

up to the highest Forum - the Global IGF.  We should, as 

SADC, also be able to contribute to the discussion on say, 

what the Transition of stewardship of IANA functions to 

ICANN and Enhancing ICANN’s accountability means to 

SADC.  Back home, we look forward to Internet Governance 

issues making an impact on our Region’s National ICT 

Policies as they relate to data capture, storage and sharing. 

 

As we continue our policy dialogue, even after the Africa 

Internet Governance Forum (AfIGF), that washeld in 

September 2015 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and also just after 

the Global IGF, that was held in November 2015 in Joao 

Pessoa, Brazil, may we continue to ponder these Internet 

Governance policy issues and guard against discord amongst 

ourselves as we choose to maintain that integral link between 

Internet Governance and Development for Internet 

Governance to truly ‘Promote an inclusive Digital Economy 

for Sustainable Development through Multi-stakeholder 

Dialogue’. 
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With these few words, consider the Fourth Southern Africa 

Internet Governance Forum (SAIGF-15) officially open.  May 

all our deliberations be fruitful and transformative? 

 

I thank you. 

 


